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AMEFJDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as set forth in the following listing of claims, which replaces 
all prior versions and listings of the claims* 



1^6. (Canceled) 

47. (Original) A wheel support for a bicycle, comprising: 

a body including a pair of legs each having a first end, a second end, and an 
intermediate portion extending between the first and second ends, said pair of legs 
interconnected at said first ends and configured to support a bicycle wheel at said second 
ends, each of said pair of legs defining a substantially fixed length between said first and 
second ends, each of said intermediate portions including an outer wall portion and an 
internal wall portion defining a cavity; 

a damping member j>ositioned within said cavity and contacting said internal wall, 
said damping member comprising a vibration damping material; 

wherein said outer wall portion and said damping member each define a portion 
of an external surface of said wheel support. 

48. (Original) The wheel support of Claim 47, wherein said pair of legs support said 
bicycle wheel at said second ends f or rotation about an axis, said internal wall portion extending 
from said outer wall portion in a direction substantially parallel to said axis. 

49. (Ori ginal) The wheel support of Claim 48, wherein said interior wall portion 
connects opposing sides of said outer wall portion such that said cavity extends completely 
through said leg. 

50. (Original) The wheel support of Claim 47, additionally comprising a dropout 
supported by said second end of each of said pair of legs, said dropouts configured to receive said 
bicycle wheel. 

5 1 . (Previously Presented) A wheel support for a bicycle, comprising: 

a body including a first leg and a second leg each having a first end, a second end, 
and an intermediate portion extending between said first and second ends, said first and 
second legs interconnected at said first ends and configured to support a bicycle wheel at 
said second ends, each of s aid first and second legs defining a substantially fixed length 
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between said first and second ends, each of said intermediate portions including an outer 
wall portion and an internal wall portion defining a cavity, said internal wall portion 
being continuous with said outer wall portion and extending generally laterally therefrom; 

a damping member positioned within said cavity and contacting said internal wall, 
said damping member comprising a vibration damping material; 

wherein each of said cavities extends a distance along said fixed length of said 
first and second legs that is less than said fixed length. 

52. (Previously Presented) A wheel support for a bicycle, comprising: 

a body including a first leg and a second leg each having a first end* a second end, 
and an intermediate portion extending between said first and second ends, said first and 
second legs interconnected at said first ends and configured to support a bicycle wheel at 
said second ends, each of said first and second legs defining a substantially fixed length 
between said first and second ends, each of said intermediate portions including an outer 
wall portion and an internal wall portion defining a cavity; 

a damping member positioned within said cavity and contacting said internal wall, 
said damping member comprising a vibration damping material; 

wherein each of said cavities extends a distance along said fixed length of said 
first and second legs that is less than said fixed length; 

wherein said first and second legs support said bicycle wheel at said second ends 
for rotation about an axis, said internal wall portion extending from said outer wall 
portion in a direction substantially parallel to said axis. 

53. (Original) The wheel support of Claim 52, wherein said interior wall portion 
connects opposing sides of said outer wall portion such that said cavity extends completely 
through said leg. 

54. (Original) The wheel support of Claim 51, additionally comprising a dropout 
supported by said second end of each of said first and second legs, said dropouts configured to 
receive said bicycle wheel. 

55-56. (Canceled) 
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57. (Previously Presented) A bicycle fork, comprising: 

a body comprising a steer tube and a pair of legs extending from said steer tube, 
each leg terminating in a drapout configured to receive an axle of a bicycle wheel and 
cooperating to define a wheel axis, wherein each of said legs is a generally hollow 
structure defined by an outer wall, each of said legs defining a cavity extending through 
said outer wall in a direction generally perpendicular to a lengthwise direction of said leg; 
and 

a damping member positioned with said cavity of each leg, said damping member 
configured to dampen vibrations introduced to said leg. 

58. (Previously Presented) The bicycle fork of Claim 57, wherein said cavity extends 
through said outer wall on opposing sides of said leg such that said damping member fonns a 
portion of an external surface of said fork. 

59. (Previously Presented) The bicycle fork of Claim 57, wherein said cavity extends in a 
direction generally aligned with said wheel axis. 

60. (Previously Presented) llie bicycle fork of Claim 57 9 wherein said cavity is defined by 
an internal wall, 

61. (Previously Presented) The bicycle fork of Claim 60, wherein said internal wall and 
said outer wall are a continuous structure. 

62. (Previously Presented) The bicycle fork of Claim 57, wherein said damping member 
comprises a vibration damping material. 

63. (Previously Presented) The bicycle fork of Claim 62, wherein said vibration damping 
material is a viscoelastomeric material. 

64. (Currently Amended) A bicycle, comprising: 

a frame, said frame supporting a pedal crank assembly and a rear wheel, said 
pedal crank assembly being configured to drive said rear wheel; 

a front fork assembly supported by said frame for rotation about a steering axis, 
said fork assembly being configured to support a front wheel of said bicycle at a lower 
end of said fork for rotation about a wheel axis, said fork assembly comprising; 
a steer tube; 
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a pair of hollow ? tubular legs extending in a downward direction from said 
steer tube and spaced from one another in a lateral direction, each of said pair of 
legs defining a hollow interior having a substantially fixed length, each of said 
pair of legs defining a cavity extending in a direction generally perpendicular to a 
lengthwise direction of said legs and separated from sa id hollow interior by a 
wall; 

a damping member positioned within said cavity of each leg, said damping 
member configured to dampen vibrations introduced to said leg. 

65. (Previously Presented) The bicycle of Claim 64, wherein said cavity is generally 
aligned with said wheel axis. 

66. (Currently Amended) ¥ ho bioyolo o f Claim 6 4 > Abicvcle. comprising: 

a frame, said frame supporting a pedal crank assembly an d a rear wheel said 
pedal crank assembly being configured to drive said rear wheel; 

a front fork assembly supported by said frame for rotation about a steering axis, 
said fork assembly being configured to support a front wheel of said bicycle at a lower 
end of said fork for rotation about a wheel axis, said fork assembly comprising; 
a steer tube: 

a pair of hollow, tubular legs extending in a downward direction from said 
steer tube and spaced from one another in a lateral direction, each of said pair of 
le gs defining a substantially fixed length, each of said pair of legs defining a 
cavity extending in a direction generally perpendicular to a lengthwise direction of 
said legs: 

a damping member positioned within said cavity of eac h leg, said damning 
member configured to dampen vibrations introduced to said leg; 

wherein each of said, pair of legs includes an upper portion, a lower portion and an 
intermediate portion, said cavity being located within said intermediate portion of said 
pair of legs. 

67. (r.iirrently Amended) :F ho bicyolo of Claim 64. A bicycle, c omprising: 

a frame, said frame: supporting a pedal crank assembly and a rear wheel, said 
pedal crank assembly being confi gured to d rive said re ar wheel: 
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a front fork assembly supported by said frame for rotati on about a steering axis, 
said fork assembly being configured to support a front wheel of said bicy cle at a lower 
end of said frwir fnr rotation about awheel axis* said fork assembly comprising; 



of legs d efminp; a cavity extending in a direction gener ally perpendicular to a 
len gthwise direction of said legs; 

a damping member positioned within said cavity of each leg, said damping 
member configured to dampen vibrations introduced to said leg; 

wherein said cavity extends through said outer wall on opposing sides of said leg 
such that said damping member forms a portion of an external surface of said fork. 

68, (Currently Amended) 3% to bicycle of Claim 64, A bicycle, comprising: 

a frame, said frame supporting a pedal crank assembly and a rear wheel said 
pedal crank assembly being configured to drive said rear wheel; 

a front fork assembly supported bv said frame for rotation about a steering axis. 
said fork assembly being configured to support a front wheel of said bicycle at a low er 
end of said fork for rotation about a wheel axis, said fork assembly comprising; 
a steer tube: 

a pair of hollow, tubular legs extendin g in a downward direction from said 
steer tube and spaced from one another in a lateral direction, each of said pair of 
legs including an outer wall defining a substantially fixed length, each of sa id pair 
of legs defi nin g a cavity extending in a directio n generally perpendicular to a 
lengthwise direction of said legs; 

a damping member positioned within said cavity o f each leg, said damping 
member configured to dampen vibrations introdu ced to said leg; 
wherein said cavity i s defined by an internal wall, 

69. (Previously Presented) 'The bicycle of Claim 68, wherein said internal wall and said 
outer wall are a continuous structure. 



a steer tube: 



a pair of hollow, tubular legs extending in a downward direction fr om said 
gtgsr tube and s pace*! from one another in a lateral direction, each of said pair of 
legs including an ou ter wall defining a su bstantially fixed length, each of said pair 
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70. (Previously Presented) The bicycle of Claim 64, wherein said damping member 
comprises a vibration damping material. 

71. (Previously Presented) The bicycle of Claim 70, wherein said vibration damping 
material is a viscoelastomeric material 

72. (Previously Presented) A bicycle fork, comprising: 

a body comprising a steer tube and a pair of legs extending in a downward 
direction from said steer tube, each leg terminating in a dropout configured to receive an 
axle of a bicycle wheel and cooperating to define a wheel axis, wherein each of said legs 
is a generally hollow structure defined by an outer wall, each of said legs defining a cavity 
extending entirely through said outer wall in a direction generally aligned with said wheel 
axis; and 

a damping member ]x>sitioned with said cavity of each leg such that said damping 
member forms a portion of an external surface of said fork, said damping member 
configured to dampen vibralions introduced to said leg. 

73. (Previously Presented) :rhe bicycle fork of Claim 72, wherein said damping member 
is a solid piece of elastomeric material. 

74. (Previously Presented) A bicycle, comprising: 

a frame, said frame supporting a pedal crank assembly and a rear wheel, said 
pedal crank assembly being configured to drive said rear wheel; 

a front foric assembly supported by said frame for rotation about a steering axis, 
said fork assembly being configured to support a front wheel of said bicycle at a lower 
end of said fork for rotation about a wheel axis, said fork assembly comprising; 



a steer tube; 

a pair of hollow, tubular legs extending in a downward direction from said 
steer tube and spaced from one another in a lateral direction, each of said pair of 
legs defining a substantially fixed length, each of said pair of legs defining a 
cavity extending entirely through said leg in a direction generally aligned with 
said wheel axis; 
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a damping member positioned within said cavity of each leg such that said 
damping member forms a portion of an external surface of said fort:, said damping 
member configured to dampen vibrations introduced to said leg. 

75. (Previously Presented) The bicycle of Claim 74, wherein said damping member is a 
solid piece of elastomeric material* 
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